The  Right  Way 
to  Solve  the 
Mexican  Problem 


When  “Diplomacy”  Fails,  Why  Not 
Try  the  Golden  Rule? 


HE  appointment  of  a  joint  international 


1  commission  to  study  the  tangled  rela¬ 
tionships  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico  is 
called  for  in  a  set  of  resolutions  passed  at  the 
January  meeting  of  the  Administrative  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  America. 

The  Federal  Council  is  not  alone  in  suggest¬ 
ing  this  step  toward  better  relations  with 
Mexico,  as  the  same  proposal  has  previously 
been  made  by  a  committee  of  prominent  Mexi¬ 
can  editors,  and  has  received  the  hearty  back¬ 
ing  of  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott  in  the  Outlook.  The 
Church  Peace  Union  is  already  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  non-partisan  commission 
to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Mexicans  in 
case  Washington  fails  to  act  in  the  matter. 
The  action  of  the  Federal  Council  looks  toward 
co-operation  with  the  Church  Peace  Union, 
which  represents  not  only  the  Protestant  con¬ 
stituency  but  Roman  Catholics  and  Jews  as 
well. 

The  Federal  Council’s  Committee  on  Mexico 
has  been  studying  the  subject  of  our  relations 
with  that  republic  for  some  months  and  re¬ 
cently  representatives  of  the  Committee  were 
in  conference  with  Secretary  Lansing  and  Am¬ 
bassador  Fletcher  in  Washington.  The  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  is  Rev.  Charles  L. 
Thompson  of  New  York  City,  and  the  other 
members,  representing  various  religious  or¬ 
ganizations  with  headquarters  at  New  York 
City,  are  Mr.  G.  I.  Babcock,  Rev.  Jasper  T. 
Moses,  Mrs.  James  A.  Webb,  Jr.,  Rev.  G.  B. 
Winton,  Mr.  Alfred  R.  Kimball,  Rev.  A.  W. 
Halsey,  Rev.  A.  G.  Lawson,  Rev.  Charles  S. 
Macfarland,  Rev.  Stacy  R.  Warburton,  Rev. 
S.  G.  Inman,  Rev.  F.  P.  Turner,  Rev.  H.  C. 
Herring,  Rev.  C.  S.  Detweiler,  Rev.  L.  C. 
Barnes,  Rev.  Wallace  MacMullen,  Rev.  Harry 
Farmer. 

The  resolutions  are  as  follows : 


To  the  Churches  of  the  United  States: 


The  Administrative  Committee  of  the  Federal  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America  earnestly  urges 
that  the  present  strained  relations  between  Mexico  and 
the  United  States  be  accepted  as  a  summons  to  fresh 
study  of  the  principles  which  should  govern  interna¬ 
tional  relations,  and  to  vigorous  effort  for  securing  the 
application  of  those  principles  in  the  existing  situation. 
The  responsibility  of  the  Church  of  Christ  for  such 
study  and  effort  ought  everywhere  to  be  profoundly  felt. 
Hers  is  the  message  of  the  Cross  which  alone  can  guide 
men  in  the  way  of  peace.  Hers  is  the  duty  of  guarding 
the  rights  of  the  weak  and  rebuking  the  arrogance  of 
the  strong.  Hers  is  the  obligation  to  witness  unceasingly 
to  the  supremacy  of  those  spiritual  forces  which  shall 
bring  in  the  final  triumph  of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

In  the  effort  to  bear  their  share  in  this  responsibility, 
the  members  of  the  Administrative  Committee  submit 
for  the  consideration  of  their  fellow  Christians  the  fol¬ 
lowing  statement  of  principles  and  proposals  in  the  hope 
that  they  may  be  of  service  to  all  who  seek  in  this  hour 
of  grave  possibilities  to  serve  the  cause  of  international 
justice  and  good  will. 

1.  The  obligation  of  patience  and  self-restraint  is  one 
which  rests  upon  all  peoples  alike.  Intemperate  speech, 
sweeping  assertions,  insistence  upon  technicalities,  in 
whatsoever  nation  found,  are  fundamentally  evil  and 
productive  of  evil.  They  destroy  the  power  of  clean 
thinking.  They  bar  the  way  to  pacific  settlement  of 
disputes.  They  stir  the  passions  of  the  nation  in  which 
they  arise  and  the  nation  toward  which  they  are  directed. 

America’s  Greater  Obligation 

2.  Upon  the  people  of  the  United  States  rests  in  a 
peculiar  way  the  duty  of  keeping  in  full  view  the 
responsibilities  which  must  be  assumed  by  a  nation 
which  is  strong,  populous  and  wealthy.  Although  Mexi¬ 
co  and  the  United  States  stand  upon  a  footing  of  entire 
equality  in  that  each  is  an  independent  and  sovereign 
nation,  it  is  plain  that  a  nation  of  a  hundred  millions  of 
people  and  unbounded  material  resources  appears  in  an 
unworthy  light  if  it  does  not  show  a  spirit  of  large- 
minded  fairness  toward  a  nation  of  fifteen  millions  with 
vastly  less  resources. 

3.  It  is  equally  clear  that  the  law  of  Christ  calls  for 
instant,  repeated  and  open-minded  conference  concern¬ 
ing  any  point  of  difficulty  which  may  arise.  Just  as  two 
men  have  no  right  to  accuse  one  another  of  injustice 
until  face  to  face  they  have  sought  amicable  understand¬ 
ing,  so  two  nations  must  not  come  into  antagonism  un¬ 
til  the  possibilities  of  patient  personal  conference  have 
been  exhausted.  The  interchange  of  diplomatic  notes 
is  a  necessity  for  certain  purposes  of  international  life. 
It,  alone,  can  never  attain  those  deeper  and  more  deli¬ 
cate  results  which  are  required  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
fraternal  international  order. 


Lessons  from  the  Recent  War 

• 

4.  While  the  resort  to  armed  force  may  sometimes  be 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  national  integrity  or  vital 
interests,  it  should  always  be  regarded  as  a  last  resort 
to  be  accepted  with  reluctance  when  every  other  ex¬ 
pedient  has  failed.  The  dark  years  from  which  we 
have  just  emerged  have  taught  us  with  sinister  clearness 
how  frightful  are  the  infamies  and  how  immeasurable 
the  horrors  which  war  breeds.  All  right-minded  men  in 
Mexico  and  the -United  States  should  set  themselves  reso¬ 
lutely  against  all  thought  of  war  and  devote  themselves 
instead  to  the  securing  of  just  and  sound  relations  be¬ 
tween  these  nations. 

5.  Both  Mexico  and  the  United  States  should  accept 
loyally  and  sincerely  the  fundamental  Christian  law  of 
service.  Neither  should  be  asking  what  it  can  get  from 
the  other  or  what  it  can  require  the  other  to  do.  Each 
should  seek  to  serve  the  world.  Neither  nation  is  ab¬ 
solved  from  this  obligation  by  the  delinquency  of  the 
other.  Difficult  as  is  the  pathway  thus  pointed  out,  and 
widely  divergent  from  the  evil  precedent  of  past  days, 
it  affords  the  only  hope  for  a  better  world  order. 

Four  Proposed  Remedies 

6.  As  an  immediate  expression  of  these  principles  we 
suggest: — 

a.  That  leaders  of  Christian  thought  use  all  avail¬ 
able  means  for  bringing  to  the  public  conscious¬ 
ness  the  gravity  of  the  issues  involved  and  the 
spirit  in  which  they  should  be  met. 

,  b.  That  in  all  suitable  ways  the  newspapers  of  the 
nation  be  urged  to  use  their  influence  to  secure 
fair,  patient,  and  broad-minded  understanding  of 
Mexico  by  the  United  States  and  of  the  United 
States  by  Mexico. 

c.  That  through  the  work  of  a  joint  commission  or 
such  other  means  as  the  two  governments  may 
agree  upon,  a  careful  review  may  be  made  not 
only  of  the  specific  occasions  of  recent  contro¬ 
versy  but  also  the  whole  field  of  mutual  relations 
and  the  methods  by  which  reciprocal  justice  and 
good  will  may  be  secured. 

d.  That  matters  of  dispute  upon  which  agreement 
cannot  be  reached  be  referred  to  impartial  arbi¬ 
trators  with  due  guarantees  for  the  carrying 
into  effect  of  their  awards. 


THE  FEDERAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CHURCHES  OF  CHRIST 

IN  AMERICA 

105  East  22nd  Street,  New  York  City 


